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The name Gloria Dei is a Latin phrase meaning God’s glory. We pray that here you will 
find his glory and love chiefly revealed in our Savior Jesus. May your time in worship be 
edifying and enable you to focus on Jesus as the solution to your sin and as the certainty 
of eternal life in heaven.  

Should you need a restroom during the service, you will find them in the Fellowship 
Hall directly beneath the sanctuary. Exit the sanctuary by the main doors, turn right and 
head down the stairs, turn right at the bottom of the stairs and enter the first door. 

If you need anything during the service, please speak to one of the ushers. 

To Those Visiting with Children 
The members of Gloria Dei believe that families should be able to worship together. It is 
clear that some amount of noise will come with children being in worship. Any noise 
children make in worship is the sound of families doing what God has told them to do: 
bringing their children to sit at Jesus’ feet. Should your family need a few moments 
away from the sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall located directly beneath the sanctuary is 
open and equipped with a closed circuit TV of the service. 
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Welcome to Gloria Dei!



The Theme of Today’s Worship 
In Eden, mankind fell into sin, bringing death and despair to Paradise. God immediately 
promised to send a Savior who would undo that devastation. This Savior would be a de-
scendant of Adam and Eve—a human being. Century after century, through the 
prophets, God reiterated and expanded upon that promise of a Savior-King. In a manger 
in Bethlehem, on that first Christmas, God’s promise was fulfilled. 

The perfect faithfulness God demonstrated in keeping all his promises about Christ’s 
first coming at Christmas is what gives us the certainty and comfort that God will keep 
his promises about Christ’s second coming on judgment day. The King shall come! 

Serving in Worship 
Presiding Minister & Preacher Pastor Timothy Shrimpton ..........................................................
Organ Assistant Oliver Shrimpton ...................................................................................................
Ushers Steve Powers and Rick Huntington ....................................................................................

Copyright Information 
Scripture readings taken from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV), Copyright © 2019 by The 
Wartburg Project, www.wartburgproject.org. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Liturgical Scripture quotations from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Morning Prayer from Christian Worship © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Service folder created in part by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 
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Opening Hymn 301 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

 

 
Text:  tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–1876, alt.; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; Ambrose of Milan, 340–397, abr. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Please stand 
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O Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord Venite  *

 

 

 

 

Be seated 

 This song of praise uses the words of Psalm 95 to praise our Maker, the one who make the heaves and the earth. The traditional *

name of this song, Venite, is the first word of the song in Latin meaning Come.
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First Reading 2 Samuel 7:8-16 
The LORD promised King David that one of his descendants would establish an everlasting kingdom. 

You are also to say the following to my servant David. 

This is what the LORD of Armies says. I took you from the pasture, from follow-
ing sheep, to be ruler over my people, over Israel. 9I have been with you wher-
ever you went. I have cut off all your enemies from before you. I will make your 
reputation great, like that of the great ones on the earth. 10I will set up a place 
for my people Israel, and I will plant them there. They will dwell there, and 
they will not be disturbed again. Violent men will not afflict them again as they 
did at the beginning 11and ever since the day I appointed judges over my people 
Israel. I will give you rest from all your enemies. 

The LORD also declares to you that the LORD himself will make a house for you. 
12When your days are complete and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up 
after you your seed, who will come from your own body. I will establish his 
kingdom. 13He will build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of 
his kingdom forever. 14I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he sins, 
I will discipline him with a rod used by men and with blows of the sons of men. 

15My faithful mercy will not depart from him as I removed it from Saul, whom I 
removed to make room for you. 16Your house will stand firm, and your kingdom 
will endure forever before you. Your throne will be established forever.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 139F 

 

 
  
You have searched me, LORD, and you / know me; 
    you perceive my thoughts / from afar. 
You discern my going out and my / lying down; 
    you are familiar with / all my ways.   Refrain 
  
For you created my inmost / being; 
    you knit me together in my / mother’s womb. 
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonder- / fully made; 
    your works are wonderful, I know that / full well. 
My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the / secret place; 
    your eyes saw my unformed / body. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Text: Lectionary for Mass 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Text: © 1969 ICEL (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 706345 
Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 706345 
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 706345 
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Second Reading Romans 16:25-27 

The prophetic writings about King Jesus prove that God keeps his promises. 

Now to him who is able to strengthen you—  

according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ,  
according to the revelation of the mystery that was veiled in silence for long 
ages past, 26but now has been revealed through the prophetic Scriptures and 
made known to all the Gentiles, in keeping with the command of the eternal 
God, resulting in the obedience of faith—  

27to God, who alone is wise, be glory forever through Jesus Christ. Amen.   

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Please stand  *

Gospel Luke 1:26-38 

In the womb of the Virgin Mary, God kept his promise to send a Savior who would establish an everlasting 
kingdom. 

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin pledged in marriage to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel went to her and said, 

“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you. Blessed are you among 
women.”  

29But she was greatly troubled by the statement and was wondering what kind of greet-
ing this could be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, because you have 
found favor with God. 31Listen, you will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and his kingdom will never end.”  

34Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  

35The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 
36Listen, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age even though 

 We stand in respect for the words and life of Jesus, our King.*
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she was called barren, and this is her sixth month. 37For nothing will be impossible for 
God.”  

38Then Mary said, “See, I am the Lord’s servant. May it happen to me as you have said.” 
Then the angel left her.  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

Hymn of the Day 328 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

 

 

 

 
Text: para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834–1924, alt.; Basque, c. 18th cent. |  Tune: Basque, c. 18th cent. | Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon The Promised of Ages has Come! 
 Romans 16:25-27 

Please stand 

We Praise You, O God Te Deum Laudamus  *

 

 

 

 

 

 This song serves as the congregation’s confession of faith in the service of Morning Prayer. This ancient canticle is a joyful re* -
sponse to the message of forgiveness proclaimed in the Lessons and Sermon. The traditional name of the song, Te Deum Lau-
damus, is the first phrase of the song in Latin, We Praise You, God.
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Be seated 
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Offering 
The members of Gloria Dei give their offerings out of thanks to God for his unending love. 
These offerings are used to support our work locally and around the world. Our guests may 
give, but should not feel compelled to do so. If you wish to give a gift electronically, please 
visit www.gdluth.org/giving or scan the code to the right. 

If you are a guest with us today, please fill out the “Connection Card” in the racks at the 
end of each pew and leave the card with an usher, in the offering plate, or with the pastor. 

As the offering plates are brought forward, please stand for prayer. 

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie  *

 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
  
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins, and make us 
ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you al-
ways; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. 
Amen. 

 This closing prayer section of Morning Prayer begins with a final plea to God to hear and answer our prayers (“Lord, Have *

Mercy”). The first prayer is the Prayer of the Day, reflecting the focus of this morning’s worship. Other appropriate prayers may be 
inserted. The section closes with the model prayer that Jesus taught to his disciples, the Lord’s Prayer.
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Prayer 
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely 
to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither 
fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger. And in all we do, direct us to what is right in 
your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer  *

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 When [Jesus] finished [praying], one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John also taught his disci* -
ples.” He said to them, “When you pray, say, ‘Our Father in heaven…’” (Luke 11:1-2).
14



 

Closing Hymn 327 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent., Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent., alt 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Calendar & Announcements 
Sunday 
Worship 10:30 am ................................................................................................................................
Coffee Hour 11:30 am ..........................................................................................................................
Christmas Eve Worship 6:00 pm ..........................................................................................................
Open House Fellowship at the Parsonage 7:00 pm ............................................................................
No Adult Bible Class, Sunday School or Catechism Class (all resume on January 7) 

Monday 
Christmas Day Worship 10:30 am .......................................................................................................

Next Sunday 
Worship 10:30 am ................................................................................................................................
Coffee Hour 11:30 am ..........................................................................................................................
No Adult Bible Class, Sunday School or Catechism Class (all resume on January 7) 
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(650) 593-3361 | www.gdluth.org 

2600 Ralston Avenue, Belmont, CA 94002 
Pastor Timothy Shrimpton 

pastor@gdluth.org 

 
Gloria Dei is a member congregation of the  
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). 
www.wels.net 
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