
 

Christmas Day 



The name Gloria Dei is a Latin phrase meaning God’s glory. We pray that here you will 
find his glory and love chiefly revealed in our Savior Jesus. May your time in worship be 
edifying and enable you to focus on Jesus as the solution to your sin and as the certainty 
of eternal life in heaven.  

Should you need a restroom during the service, you will find them in the Fellowship 
Hall directly beneath the sanctuary. Exit the sanctuary by the main doors, turn right and 
head down the stairs, turn right at the bottom of the stairs and enter the first door. 

If you need anything during the service, please speak to one of the ushers. 

To Those Visiting with Children 
The members of Gloria Dei believe that families should be able to worship together. It is 
clear that some amount of noise will come with children being in worship. Any noise 
children make in worship is the sound of families doing what God has told them to do: 
bringing their children to sit at Jesus’ feet. Should your family need a few moments 
away from the sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall located directly beneath the sanctuary is 
open and equipped with a closed circuit TV of the service. 
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Welcome to Gloria Dei!



The Theme of Today’s Worship 
How can an omnipresent God be held is his mother’s arms? How can an all-powerful 
God be too weak to walk? This is the mystery of the incarnation—that God took on hu-
man flesh. We cannot understand how it can be so. But the Spirit enables us to grasp 
that this incomprehensible truth is very good news. This is the Savior we need! As true 
man, he was born under God’s law, all the commandments that we have broken. Where 
we have failed, Jesus was perfect. As true God, when he laid down his perfect life, it was 
a sacrifice valuable enough to pay for the sins of the world, so that we might be adopted 
as God’s children. 

Christmas Day fills us with wonder—that the Creator God could become flesh and dwell 
among us and that, in his great love for us, he would do such a thing. Let us marvel at 
this good news of great joy! 

Serving Today 
Presiding Minister & Preacher Pastor Timothy Shrimpton ..........................................................
Accompanist Kathy Lee .....................................................................................................................
Usher Jasen Higgins ..........................................................................................................................

Copyright Information 
Scripture readings taken from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV), Copyright © 2019 by The 
Wartburg Project, www.wartburgproject.org. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Liturgical Scripture quotations from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

The Service from Christian Worship © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Service folder created in part by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 
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Christmas Morning Worship 
Opening Hymn 363 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–1874, alt.; Latin and German, 14th cent. | Tune: German, 14th cent., alt. | Text and tune: Public domain 

Invocation 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Responsive Verses for Christmas Day 
Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD; 
Let us give a loud shout to the Rock who saves us. Psalm 95:1 
O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
Set this glory of yours above the heavens. Psalm 8:1 

Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 
To him who alone does great wonders— 
To him who by his understanding made the heavens— 
To him who spread out the earth on the waters— 
To him who made the great lights— 
the sun to rule by day, the moon and stars to rule by night. Psalm 136:3-9 
Great is our Lord and mighty in power. 
To his understanding there is no limit. Psalm 147:5 

No, it is your guilt that has separated you from your God, 
and your sins have hidden God’s face from you, 
so that he does not hear. 
We hope for light, but look, there is only darkness. 
We hope for bright light, but we walk around in the darkest gloom. 
We hope for salvation, but it is far from us. 
Yes, our rebellious deeds are many before you, 
and our sins testify against us. 
Our rebellious deeds are with us, 
and as for our guilty deeds, we are aware of them. Isaiah 59:2, 9, 11-12 

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, 
slow to anger, abounding in mercy. 
He will not always accuse. 
He will not keep his anger forever. 
He does not treat us as our sins deserve. 
He does not repay us according to our guilty deeds. Psalm 103:8-10 
From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
the name of the LORD is to be praised. Psalm 113:3 

Listen, the days are coming, declares the LORD, 
when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 
who will reign wisely as king 
and establish justice and righteousness on earth. 
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In his days Judah will be saved 
and Israel will dwell securely. 
This is his name by which he will be called: 

The LORD Our Righteousness. Jeremiah 23:5-6 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Matthew 3:3 

“Do not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people: Today in the town of David, a Savior 
was born for you. He is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:10-11 
Let the name of the LORD be blessed, from now to eternity. Amen! Psalm 113:2 

Hymn 356 God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen 
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Text: English, 18th cent. 
Tune: English 
Text and tune: Public domain 

The Word 
Salutation 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
  
Almighty God, grant that the birth of your one and only Son in the flesh may set us free 
from our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Be seated 

First Devotion Micah 5:2–5a 

Bethlehem was a little town. Yet, it will be known throughout history as the birthplace of the God-man. 

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,  
though you are small among the clans of Judah,  
from you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel.  

His goings forth are from the beginning, from the days of eternity.  
3Therefore the LORD will give them up,  
until the time when the woman who is in labor bears a child.  
Then the remaining survivors from his brothers will return to the people of Israel.  

7



4He will stand and shepherd with the strength of the LORD,  
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.  
They will dwell securely, for at that time he will be great to the ends of the earth.  
5This one will be their peace.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 353 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, alt. | Tune: George F. Handel, adapt. | Text and tune: Public domain 
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Second Devotion Galatians 4:4–7 

The Son of God was born of a woman so that he might redeem us and make us heirs of the heavenly Fa-
ther. 

But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son to be born of a woman, so 
that he would be born under the law, 5in order to redeem those under the law, so 
that we would be adopted as sons. 6And because you are sons, God sent the Spirit 

of his Son into our hearts to shout, “Abba, Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a 
son. And if you are a son, then you are also an heir of God through Christ.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 358 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
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Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348–c. 413, abr.; (sts. 1–4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821–1877, alt. 
Tune: plainsong, 13th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Third Devotion John 1:1-18 

The mystery of the incarnation—God became man; the Word became flesh. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him everything was made, and with-
out him not one thing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and the life 

was the light of mankind. 5The light is shining in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 

6There was a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as an eyewitness to 
testify about the light so that everyone would believe through him. 8He was not the light, 
but he came to testify about the light. 

9The real light that shines on everyone was coming into the world. 10He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not recognize him. 11He 
came to what was his own, yet his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who did 
receive him, to those who believe in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God. 13They were born, not of blood, or of the desire of the flesh, or of a husband’s will, 
but born of God. 
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14The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have seen his glory, the glory he 
has as the only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

15John testified about him. He cried out, “This was the one I spoke about when I said, 
‘The one coming after me outranks me because he existed before me.’ ” 16For out of his 
fullness we have all received grace upon grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. The only-begot-
ten Son, who is close to the Father’s side, has made him known. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Selections from the Athanasian Creed  *

It is necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe 
 that our Lord Jesus Christ also took on human flesh. 

Now this is the true Christian faith: 
 We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 God’s Son, is both God and man. 

He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, 
 and he is man, born in time from the nature of his mother, 
 fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh; 
 equal to the Father as to his deity, 
 less than the Father as to his humanity; 
 and though he is both God and man, 
 Christ is not two persons, but one, 
  one, not by changing the deity into flesh, 
   but by taking the humanity into God; 
  one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, 
   but by unity in one person; 
  for just as the rational soul and flesh are one human being, 
   so God and man are one Christ. 

 The Athanasian Creed was written to defend the teaching of Jesus being both true God and true Man and the na* -
ture of the Triune God as revealed in Scripture. By faith, we confess these scriptural truths.
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He suffered for our salvation, 
 descended into hell, 
 rose the third day from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
 is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty, 
 and from there will come to judge the living and the dead. 

This is the true Christian faith. 
 Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe this cannot be saved. 

Prayer of the Church 
Eternal Father, we give you thanks and praise on this holy day for sending your one and 
only Son to share our humanity, carry our guilt, and become for us the perfect Lamb 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Lord, we praise you.  

Keep our faith in your Son alive and strong. Nourish us with your Word and sacraments 
and by your Holy Spirit give us strength to overcome Satan’s power and empty promises. 
Help us to withstand the temptations the world and our sinful nature put on our path.  
Give us faith and courage. 

Remember ministers of the gospel throughout the world who on this day are proclaim-
ing that a Savior has been born. We especially commend to your care the missionaries 
we have called as members of the Wisconsin Synod. Since they cannot enjoy the fellow-
ship of their extended families this Christmas, grant to them the inner joy that comes 
with service in your kingdom. 
Protect all those who proclaim the gospel in our place. 

We pray for our city and countryside, for our neighborhoods and subdivisions, and for 
all who live and work and find delight here. Give to the leaders of government wisdom 
to make and uphold laws that promote the good of society. Grant our nation peace, 
health, and prosperity that we may have the opportunity and resources to spread the 
good news to all people. 
Govern and prosper your people. 
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Fill us with kindness and arouse us to do good to all people, especially those who are 
less fortunate than we. Bring your healing to those who are sick or diseased in body or 
mind and comfort those who are mourning the death of someone they love. We espe-
cially pray for brothers and sisters who are setting aside their celebration today to care 
for the sick and stand at the side of the dying. 
Sustain those who endure the troubles of life. 

Be a source of strength to all your people and fill them with your power and peace. If 
any are among us today who have lost the true meaning of this festival, let them redis-
cover the joy that comes from Christ alone. 
Let your peace reign in the hearts of all. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.  

Silent prayer 

As you sent your Son to bring peace to all people on earth, so we pray for all people, 
those known and those unknown to us. 
We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Offering 
The members of Gloria Dei give their offerings out of thanks to God for his unending love. 
These offerings are used to support our work locally and around the world. Our guests may 
give, but should not feel compelled to do so. If you wish to give a gift electronically, please 
visit www.gdluth.org/giving or scan the code to the right. 

If you are a guest with us today, please fill out the “Connection Card” in the racks at the end 
of each pew and leave the card with an usher, in the offering plate, or with the pastor. 

As the offering plates are brought forward, please stand for prayer. 

Prayer 
Thank you, Lord, for loving us. Thank you, Lord, for sharing our humanity. Thank you, 
Lord, for coming as the lowly child in Bethlehem’s manger to rescue us who were 
brought impossibly low by sin. Thank you, Lord, for being with us yet today as the King 
of kings, Lord of lords, Mighty God, and the Prince of Peace. Thank you for your free 
and full forgiveness. Thank you, dear Jesus. 
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Blessing  *

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 

Closing Hymn 346 Angels We Have Heard on High 

 

 

 

 The closing blessing of the service follows the pattern of the blessing that God gave to his Old Testament people in *

Numbers 6:22-27.
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Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, Part 2, 1862, alt.; French | Tune: French | Text and tune: Public domain 
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Calendar & Announcements 
Monday 
Christmas Day Worship 10:30 am .......................................................................................................

Next Sunday 
New Year’s Eve Worship 10:30 am .......................................................................................................
Coffee Hour 11:30 am ..........................................................................................................................
No Evening New Year’s Eve Worship 
No Adult Bible Class, Sunday School or Catechism Class (all resume on January 7)
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(650) 593-3361 | www.gdluth.org 

2600 Ralston Avenue, Belmont, CA 94002 
Pastor Timothy Shrimpton 

pastor@gdluth.org 

 
Gloria Dei is a member congregation of the  
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). 
www.wels.net 

http://www.gdluth.org

