



 

Celebration of the Sixtieth Anniversary 
of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church


June 25, 2023



The name Gloria Dei is a Latin phrase meaning God’s glory. We pray that here you will 
find his glory and love chiefly revealed in our Savior Jesus. May your time in worship be 
edifying and enable you to focus on Jesus as the solution to your sin and as the certainty 
of eternal life in heaven. 


Should you need a restroom during the service, you will find them in the Fellowship 
Hall directly beneath the sanctuary. Exit the sanctuary by the main doors, turn right and 
head down the stairs, turn right at the bottom of the stairs and enter the first door.


If you need anything during the service, please speak to one of the ushers.


To Those Visiting with Children

The members of Gloria Dei believe that families should be able to worship together. It is 
clear that some amount of noise will come with children being in worship. Any noise 
children make in worship is the sound of families doing what God has told them to do: 
bringing their children to sit at Jesus’ feet. Should your family need a few moments 
away from the sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall located directly beneath the sanctuary is 
open and equipped with a closed circuit TV of the service.
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Welcome to Gloria Dei!



The Theme of Today’s Worship

This afternoon we gather to give thanks to God for the sixty years of grace he has shown 
our congregation and to ask for his continued blessing on the ministry of reconciliation 
that he has entrusted to us. Built on the Rock of our Savior, the church stands!


Serving in Worship

Preacher	 Pastor Em. Gary Wong
.....................................................................................................
Presiding Minister	 Pastor Timothy Shrimpton
..............................................................................
Organist	 Kathy Lee
............................................................................................................................
Ushers	 Rick Huntington and Mark Baushke
.................................................................................

Copyright Information

Scripture readings taken from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV), Copyright © 2019 by The 
Wartburg Project, www.wartburgproject.org. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


Anniversary Litany (pp. 14-15): Adapted from a responsive prayer, “On the Anniversary of a Church,” in The 
Wideness of God’s Mercy: Litanies to Enlarge Our Prayer, © 1985, 1995 by Jeffery W. Rowthorn.


Service folder created in part by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 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Anniversary Worship


Opening Hymn	 521 Christ the Eternal Lord













Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926 | Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–1893 | Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
706345 | Tune: Public domain
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Please stand


Dialogue of Praise

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

 

O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples! 
Sing to him, sing praises to him, tell of all his wonderful works!

The works of the Lord are great and glorious. His name is worthy of praise!


O Father Most Holy, gather us together in the name of Jesus whom the saints and angels 
adore as the Lamb on his throne and whose name is above every name,


that all we do might be done at your bidding,

filled with your grace,

directed by your wisdom,

informed by your truth,

accomplished to your glory.


The works of the Lord are great and glorious. His love endures forever!

 

O Father Most Gracious, bring us together in the name of Jesus, that in him we might be 
a spiritual temple, that founded on him we might be built together as living stones, that 
in him we might offer to you the spiritual service


of praise and thanksgiving,

of lives lived in your love,

of proclaiming your words and work,

of sharing your gifts to us.


The works of the Lord are great and glorious. Tell of all his wonderful deeds!

 

O Father eternal, you have sent out an invitation, you have prepared a great feast that all 
might enter the courts of your presence and the mansions of your paradise. Grant to us 
your blessing and peace,


that we may be witnesses of your truth,

the reflection of your glory,

the ambassadors of your kingdom.


The works of the Lord are great and glorious. May our mouths be filled with his 
praise!


5



To you, O Father, together with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God from all eternity 
and to all eternity, be glory, wisdom, power, and dominion forever.

Alleluia! Amen!


Song of Praise	 939 O Lord, Our Lord























6











Text: Christian Worship, 1993  | Tune: Kurt J. Eggert, 1923–1993 | Text: © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
706345 | Tune: © 1993 Kurt J. Eggert, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 706345


Holy Spirit, the Christian church is your creation. We give thanks to you that you have 
established and now preserved this congregation for sixty years. We pray that you will 
fill us with zeal for your Word and work. Bless our efforts to nourish believers through 
the proclamation of the forgiveness of sins Christ has won for all. Equip us with the ea-
gerness to never stop inviting guests to the banquet of salvation. Cause our congregation 
to thrive that your glory may continued to be proclaimed from this place for years to 
come, dear Lord, for the praise of your name and the salvation of souls.

Amen.


Be seated


First Reading	 Joshua 4:1–7

When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, 
2“Choose twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, 3and tell them to 
take up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan from right where the priests stood 
and to carry them over with you and put them down at the place where you stay 
tonight.” 


4So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one 
from each tribe, 5and said to them, “Go over before the ark of the Lord your God into the 
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middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the 
number of the tribes of the Israelites, 6to serve as a sign among you. In the future, when 
your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 7tell them that the flow of the Jor-
dan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, 
the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of 
Israel forever.” [NIV84]


The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.


Psalm of the Day	 Psalm 100B










Text: William Kethe, alt. | Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551 | Tune: Public domain
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Second Reading	 Revelation 3:7–13

To the messenger of the church in Philadelphia write: 


The Holy One, the one who is true, the one who has the key of David, the one who 
opens and no one can shut, and who shuts and no one can open, says this: 


8I know your works. Look, I have set before you an open door, which no one can 
shut. I know that you have little strength, and yet you have kept my word and have 
not denied my name. 9Look, I will make those who are from the synagogue of Satan, 
who say they are Jews and are not but are lying—look, I will make them come and 
bow down at your feet, and make them realize that I have loved you. 10Because you 
have kept my word about patient endurance, I will also keep you from the hour of 
testing, which is about to come over the whole inhabited world, to test those who 
dwell on the earth. 


11I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have so that no one takes your crown. 


12The one who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he will 
never leave it again. I will also write on him the name of my God and the name of 
the city of my God—the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from 
my God—and my new name. 


13Whoever has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.


The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.


Please stand


Gospel	 John 17:1, 13–26

After Jesus had spoken these things, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the time 
has come. Glorify your Son so that your Son may glorify you.


13“But now I am coming to you, and I am saying these things in the world, so that they 
may be filled with my joy. 14I have given them your word. The world hated them, be-
cause they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15I am not asking that you 
take them out of the world, but that you protect them from the Evil One. 16They are not 
of the world, just as I am not of the world. 
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17“Sanctify them by the truth. Your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, I also 
sent them into the world. 19I sanctify myself for them, so they also may be sanctified by 
the truth. 


20“I am praying not only for them, but also for those who believe in me through their 
message. 21May they all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I am in you. May they also 
be one in us, so that the world may believe that you sent me. 22I have given them the glo-
ry you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are one: 23I in them, and you in me. May 
they become completely one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved 
them even as you loved me. 


24“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am so that they may see 
my glory—the glory you gave me because you loved me before the world’s foundation. 
25Righteous Father, the world did not know you, but I knew you, and these men knew 
that you sent me. 26I made your name known to them and will continue to make it 
known, so that the love you have for me may be in them and that I may be in them.”


The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to you, O Christ!


Be seated


Hymn of the Day	 914 Christ Is Our Cornerstone
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Text: tr. John Chandler, 1806–1876, alt.; Latin, c. 8th cent., abr. 
Tune: John Darwall, 1731–1789 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon	 The Story of the Stones 
	 Joshua 4:1-7 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Please stand


Confession of Faith 
*

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.


What does this mean?


I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ, my 
Lord, or come to him.


But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, sancti-
fied and kept me in the true faith. In the same way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the 
one true faith.


In this Christian church he daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all believers.


On the Last Day he will raise me and all the dead and give eternal life to me and all 
believers in Christ.


This is most certainly true.


Be seated




Offering

The members of Gloria Dei give their offerings out of thanks to God for his unending love. 
These offerings are used to support our work locally and around the world. Our guests may 
give, but should not feel compelled to do so. If you wish to give a gift electronically, please 
visit www.gdluth.org/giving.


If you are a guest with us today, please fill out the “Connection Card” in the racks at the end 
of each pew and leave the card with an usher, in the offering plate, or with the pastor.


The offering given at this anniversary service will be equally divided among WELS Home Missions and Glo-
ria Dei’s debt retrirement.


 Our confession uses the Third Articple of the Apostles’ Creed and Martin Luther’s explanation to that article in his Small Cate* -
chism.
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Hymn	 855 The Church’s One Foundation













Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, abr., alt. | Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–1876 | Text and tune: Public domain 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Anniversary Litany

For those whose faith, courage, and Christian conviction and whose diligent effort and 
financial sacrifice resulted in the formation of this congregation:

We thank you, Lord.

 

For those who labored with mind and hand to design and construct this sanctuary that 
the people of God might worship the Lord in the beauty of his holiness:

We thank you, Lord.

 

For all those ministers of the gospel who have led your people in worship here through-
out the past sixty years, who have preached your word from the pulpit, and who have 
administered the sacraments to waiting and believing hearts:

We thank you, Lord.


For those who founded our school ministry and shephered it through its fifty years of 
service, for teachers who instructed young souls in the wonders of God’s creation and 
the message of salvation, and for the students who grew in the grace and knowledge of 
their Savior:

We thank you, Lord.


For those who have brought their children here for baptism, for those who have pledged 
their love to one another at this altar, and for those who in Christian faith and trust have 
here parted with loved ones and committed them to your grace:

We thank you, Lord.

 

For all those who have here confessed their faith in Jesus Christ, and have shared in the 
life and witness of the Church:

We thank you, Lord.

 

For sins that have been confessed and forgiven here, for burdens that have been made 
easier to carry, for distressed and troubled hearts that have known the peace that passes 
all understanding, and for lives that have been inspired to new heights of love and ser-
vice:

We thank you, Lord.
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For our fellowship in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, for our joint efforts in 
missions and ministrerial education, and for the opportunity to support the Christian 
education of teenagers at California Lutheran High School:

We thank you, Lord.

 

For all who have come to this place seeking your mercy and finding peace in Christ Je-
sus:

We thank you, Lord.

 

Lord God, you have graciously blessed this congregation of believers for the past sixty 
years. Be with us in the future as you have been in the past that with faithful hearts we 
may receive your grace, rejoice in your salvation, serve you with cheerful hearts, con-
fess your name in this community, and finally praise you together with your whole 
Church when your Son returns and bestows on us the crown of life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

Amen.


Choir Anthem	 By Faith 

By faith we see the hand of God 
in the light of creation’s grand design, 
in the lives of those who prove his faithfulness, 
who walk by faith and not by sight.	 


By faith our fathers roamed the earth 
with the pow’r of his promise in their hearts, 
of a holy city built by God’s own hand, 
a place where peace and justice reign.


Refrain: We will stand as children of the promise; 
we will fix our eyes on him, our soul’s reward. 
Till the race is finished and the work is done, 
we’ll walk by faith and not by sight.


By faith the prophets saw a day 
when the longed-for Messiah would appear 
with the pow’r to break the chains of sin and death 
and rise triumphant from the grave!


By faith the church was called to go 
in the pow’r of the Spirit to the lost 
to deliver captives and to preach good news 
in ev’ry corner of the earth. Refrain


By faith this mountain shall be moved 
and the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail, 
for we know in Christ all things are possible 
for all who call upon his name. Refrain 

 
Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974 | Text: © 2009 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. CapitolCMGPublish-
ing,com; © Getty Music Publishing (ASCAP), admin. Music Services . Used by permission: OneLicense no. 706345
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Prayer

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified. 
Receive our prayers for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocations and 
ministries they may truly serve and honor you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.


Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.


Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.

Amen. 

Closing Hymn	 Now Thank We All Our God 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Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Martin Rinkert, 1586–1649 | Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 | Setting: Christian Worship: A Lutheran 
Hymnal (1993) | Text and tune: Public domain
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Service and Sermon Notes 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As a family of believers, Gloria Dei proclaims God’s glory, the good news of sins forgiv-
en in Jesus. We teach the entirety of God’s truth as revealed in the Bible to strengthen 
the faith of our members, to train those who wish to know more about their Savior, and 
to proclaim Christ-crucified to all the world.


Gloria Dei Lutheran Church ~ Pastor Timothy Shrimpton  
pastor@gdluth.org | (650) 593-3361 | www.gdluth.org


2600 Ralston Avenue, Belmont, CA 94002 

 
Gloria Dei is a member congregation of the  
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). 
www.wels.net

http://www.gdluth.org

