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The name Gloria Dei is a Latin phrase meaning God’s glory. We pray that here you will 
find his glory and love chiefly revealed in our Savior Jesus. May your time in worship be 
edifying and enable you to focus on Jesus as the solution to your sin and as the certainty 
of eternal life in heaven.  

Should you need a restroom during the service, you will find them in the Fellowship 
Hall directly beneath the sanctuary. Exit the sanctuary by the main doors, turn right and 
head down the stairs, turn right at the bottom of the stairs and enter the first door. 

If you need anything during the service, please speak to one of the ushers. 

To Those Visiting with Children 
The members of Gloria Dei believe that families should be able to worship together. It is 
clear that some amount of noise will come with children being in worship. Any noise 
children make in worship is the sound of families doing what God has told them to do: 
bringing their children to sit at Jesus’ feet. Should your family need a few moments 
away from the sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall located directly beneath the sanctuary is 
open and equipped with a closed circuit TV of the service. 

Our Communion Practice 
If you are a visitor with us today, we are glad that you’re here! We are celebrating the 
Lord’s Supper in worship today. If you would like to  receive the Lord’s Supper today, we 
ask that you speak with Pastor Shrimpton or one of the ushers before doing so.  

God requires that we only commune with those with whom we share complete agree-
ment in God’s Word (1 Corinthians 10:16-17) and makes us responsible for ensuring 
that those whom commune know exactly what God teaches lest people commune to 
their spiritual harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-30). Because of this, we ask that any visitors 
who are not a member of one of our sister congregations give us the opportunity to 
compare what we teach with your faith to ensure that we are in complete agreement be-
fore you commune with us. Please speak with Pastor Shrimpton after worship for more 
information. 
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The Theme of Today’s Worship 
Planting seed by hand can seem magical. In your hand the seed looks insignificant and 
lifeless. Yet you put the seed into the soil, and the natural process of life begins. All by 
itself, the seed germinates and sprouts and reaches to the sun. Except when it doesn’t! 
Plant multiple seeds and often only some, perhaps just a small amount, will sprout. As 
these few sprouts grow, birds and pests and weeds and weather attack. The reality is that 
once the seed leaves your hand, you are at the mercy of forces beyond your control.  

Today, God uses that experience from nature to explain the supernatural process by 
which God calls humans to faith through the gospel. The Christian is planted by the 
Word. The Christian can plant the seed of the gospel into the soil of another’s heart. 
What happens after that is completely beyond our control. Yet God promises us that his 
Word always accomplishes his good purposes. God’s Word is powerful, all on its own, 
without our help.  

Serving Today 
Presiding Minister & Preacher Pastor Timothy Shrimpton ..........................................................
Accompianist Joel Samelson .............................................................................................................
Ushers Steve Powers and Mark Baushke ........................................................................................
Communion Assistant Jasen Higgins ..............................................................................................
Altar Preparation Mirna Hansen .....................................................................................................
Coffee Hour Host The Donovan Family ..........................................................................................

Copyright Information 
Scripture readings taken from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV), Copyright © 2019 by The 
Wartburg Project, www.wartburgproject.org. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Liturgical Scripture quotations from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

The Service from Christian Worship © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Service folder created in part by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 
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Opening Hymn 405 On My Heart Imprint Your Image 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Peer O. Strömme, 1856–1921, alt.; Thomas H. Kingo, 1634–1703, abr. | Tune: Johann B. König, 1691–1758 | Text and tune: Public domain 

Please stand 

Invocation 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Confession  *

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Absolution 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning  sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. There† -
fore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  ‡

Amen. 

 We are born into this world with a deep need for confession. We come as sinners before the holy God who de* -
mands perfection from us. We come asking for his forgiveness, trusting in his promises to forgive us for the sake of 
Jesus’ life and death in our place.
 To “atone” is to put to separated parties back “at one” with each other. By his death, Jesus covered over our sin †

and put sinful mankind back at one with our Creator. See 1 John 2:2.
 [Jesus said,] “Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do not forgive them, ‡

they are not forgiven…. Amen I tell you: Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven” (John 20:23, Matthew 18:18).
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Lord, Have Mercy 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 

Glory Be to God Gloria in Excelsis  *

 

 

 

 This song borrows the words of the angels as they proclaimed the birth of the Savior to the shepherds (Luke 2:14). *

This song’s traditional name, Gloria in Excelsis, is a Latin phrase meaning glory in the highest.
6



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Word 
Salutation 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
  
Blessed Lord, since you have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, 
grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

Be seated 

First Reading Isaiah 55:6–11 
Seek the LORD while he may be found!  
Call on him while he is near!  
7Let the wicked man abandon his way.  
Let an evil man abandon his thoughts.  
Let him turn to the LORD,  
and he will show him mercy.  
Let him turn to our God,  
because he will abundantly pardon.  
8Certainly my plans are not your plans,  
and your ways are not my ways, declares the LORD.  
9Just as the heavens are higher than the earth,  
so my ways are higher than your ways,  
and my plans are higher than your plans.  
10Just as the rain and the snow come down from the sky  
and do not return there  
unless they first water the earth, make it give birth, and cause it to sprout,  
so that it gives seed to the sower and bread to the eater,  
11in the same way my word that goes out from my mouth  

will not return to me empty.  
Rather, it will accomplish whatever I please,  
and it will succeed in the purpose for which I sent it.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
8



Psalm of the Day Psalm 65B 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith | Tune: George J. Elvey |  Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 706345 | Tune: Public 
domain 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 3:5–11 
What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? They are ministers through whom you believed, 
and each served as the Lord gave him his role. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God was 
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causing the growth. 7So then, neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is any-
thing, but it is God who causes the growth. 8The one who plants and the one who waters 
are united, and each will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 9For God is 
the one whom we serve as coworkers, and you are God’s field, God’s building.  

10In keeping with the grace of God given to me, as a wise master builder, I laid a founda-
tion, and someone else is building on it. But let each person be careful how he builds on 
it. 11In fact, no one can lay any other foundation than the one that has been laid, which 
is Jesus Christ.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand  *

Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 55:11 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 706345 

Gospel Matthew 13:1–9, 18-23 
That same day Jesus left the house and was sitting by the sea. 2A large crowd gathered 
around him. So he stepped into a boat and sat down, while all the people stood on the 
shore. 3He told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen, a sower went out to sow. 
4As he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it. 5Other seed 
fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil. Immediately the seed sprang up, 
because the soil was not deep. 6But when the sun rose, the seed was scorched. Because 
it had no root, it withered away. 7Other seed fell among thorns. The thorns grew up and 
choked it. 8But some seed fell on good ground and produced grain: some one hundred 
times, some sixty, and some thirty times more than was sown. 9Whoever has ears to 
hear, let him hear. 

18“So listen carefully to the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the Evil One comes and snatches away what has 

 We stand out of respect for the words and account of the life of our Savior and King, Jesus.*
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been sown in his heart. This is the seed that was sown along the path. 20The seed that 
was sown on rocky ground is the person who hears the word and immediately receives 
it with joy, 21yet he is not deeply rooted and does not endure. When trouble or persecu-
tion comes because of the word, he immediately falls away. 22The seed that was sown 
among the thorns is the one who hears the word, but the worry of this world and the 
deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it produces no fruit. 23But the seed that was 
sown on the good ground is the one who continues to hear and understand the word. 
Indeed he continues to produce fruit: some a hundred, some sixty, and some thirty 
times more than was sown.”  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

Children’s Message 
The children are invited forward to sit in the first pew on the left-hand side of the sanctuary. Parents may 
join them for this special message. 

Hymn of the Day 644 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast 

 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775–1852, abr., alt. | Tune: The CL Psalmes of David, Edinburgh, 1615 | Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon  Where Do We Find the Lord? 
 Isaiah 55:6–11 

Please stand 

Nicene Creed  *

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 The Nicene Creed was originally adopted by the Council of Nicea in 325 AD and has been a widely used confession *

of faith throughout Christendom since that time. Its chief purpose was to confess the Christian faith while defending 
the truth of Jesus’ divinity against the teachings of Arianism which claim that Jesus is not true God.
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        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 
Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of 
your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the 
Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 
  
Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow 
and love toward all may increase. 
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 
  
Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in 
lives of faith. 
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of 
life. 
  
Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 
judge our laws. 
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
  
Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and 
science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is 
difficult or dangerous. 
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
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Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suf-
fer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest 
from their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness. 
Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 
  
Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 
Amen. 

Offering 
The members of Gloria Dei give their offerings out of thanks to God for his unending love. 
These offerings are used to support our work locally and around the world. Our guests may 
give, but should not feel compelled to do so. If you wish to give a gift electronically, please 
visit www.gdluth.org/giving. 

If you are a guest with us today, please fill out the “Connection Card” in the racks at the end 
of each pew and leave the card with an usher, in the offering plate, or with the pastor. 

As the offering plates are brought forward, please stand for prayer. 

The Sacrament 
Preface  *

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

 The words of the Preface are the least changed liturgical text of the Christian church, dating back to at least 200 AD. *

They are spoken as joyous words that anticipate the forthcoming reception of the Lord’s Supper.
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Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them 
to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on 
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus  *

 

 

 

 

 We join the saints in the triumph song of the holy God who has rescued us. We sing, “Hosanna!” which means, *

“Please save us!” The traditional name for this song, Sanctus, is the Latin word for Holy.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 
our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 
things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands 
on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 
  
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, 
we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution  *

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei  †

 

 

 

 

 This is no symbolic meal nor were Jesus’ directions a parable. As his last will and testament, Jesus’ direction on *

the Lord’s Supper is clear: in a miraculous way, his true body and true blood are present with the bread and wine in 
the Sacrament. Through it we receive the forgiveness of our sins won for us by his death on the cross.
 John the Baptist called Jesus the “Lamb of God” (John 1:29), the long-promised, perfect sacrifice for sin. The †

traditional name of this song, Agnus Dei, is the Latin phrase Lamb of God.
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Be seated 

Distribution 
To our guests: please review "Our Communion Practice" on p. 2 of this worship folder before communing 
with us. If you have any questions, please speak with Pastor after the service. 
Those communing with us today should follow the ushers’ direction to come forward via the center aisle 
and return to their seats by the side aisles. 

Please stand 

Post-Communion Hymn 797 I Know My Faith Is Founded 
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Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756 | Tune: Concentus novi, Augsburg, 1540, ed. Johann Kugelmann | Text 
and tune: Public domain 

Thanksgiving 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever.  *

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  †

 These words of praise occur repeatedly in Scripture. For an example, see Psalm 118:1.*

 1 Corinthians 11:26†
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We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one anoth-
er. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing  *

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 

 The closing blessing of the service follows the pattern of the blessing that God gave to his Old Testament people in *

Numbers 6:22-27.
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Closing Hymn 830 We Walk by Faith 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Alford, 1810–1871, alt. 
Tune: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1984, 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 706345 

22



Calendar & Announcements 
Sunday 
Adult Bible Class [Genesis 1-11] 9:00 am ............................................................................................
Worship 10:30 am ................................................................................................................................
Coffee Hour 11:30 am ..........................................................................................................................
Ordination and Installation Worship [St. Peter Lutheran, Modesto] 5:00 pm ...................................

Tuesday 
Bible Information Class 4:30 pm .........................................................................................................

Wednesday 
Bible Information Class 3:00 pm .........................................................................................................

Thursday 
Senior Care Center Devotional Service [The Abigail, Redwood City] 10:00 am ................................

Next Sunday 
Adult Bible Class [Genesis 1-11] 9:00 am ............................................................................................
Worship 10:30 am ................................................................................................................................
Coffee Hour 11:30 am ..........................................................................................................................

Reading and Congregational Brainstorming  
Pastor Shrimpton has asked the members of the Church Council, the Evangelism Committee 
and the Member Care Committee to read through the book The Gospel-Driven Church by Jared 
Wilson this summer. While not a book that we would necessarily agree with every last point 
made, it emphasizes a Christian congregation’s need to keep the gospel—the message of sins 
forgiven in Jesus—center to everything they do. The hope and prayer is that reading thrrough 
this book will give our leadership opportunities to reflect on where we are doing work that 
God has entrusted to us well and perhaps to think through places where our work might be 
better focused on the message of Jesus rather than simply doing things just to do them. We 
will hold a brainstorming meeting late this summer or early this fall to discuss these matters, 
once people have had a chance to work through the book. The date of that meeting will be 
determined in the next couple of weeks. 
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All the members of Gloria Dei are invited to share in this reading exercise and join in the brain-
storming session that will follow. If you are not a member of any of the leadership groups men-
tioned above, but know that you would like to be a part of these discussions, pelase let Pastor 
know. Once the date of the discussion has been determined, it will be shared with the congre-
gation at large. 

If you have any questions, please speak with Pastor. 
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(650) 593-3361 | www.gdluth.org 

2600 Ralston Avenue, Belmont, CA 94002 
Pastor Timothy Shrimpton 

pastor@gdluth.org 

As a family of believers, Gloria Dei proclaims God’s glory, the good news of sins forgiv-
en in Jesus. We teach the entirety of God’s truth as revealed in the Bible to strengthen 
the faith of our members, to train those who wish to know more about their Savior, and 
to proclaim Christ-crucified to all the world. 

 
Gloria Dei is a member congregation of the  
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). 
www.wels.net

http://www.gdluth.org

