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The name Gloria Dei is a Latin phrase meaning God’s glory. We pray that here you will 
find his glory and love chiefly revealed in our Savior Jesus. May your time in worship be 
edifying and enable you to focus on Jesus as the solution to your sin and as the certainty 
of eternal life in heaven.  

Should you need a restroom during the service, you will find them in the Fellowship 
Hall directly beneath the sanctuary. Exit the sanctuary by the main doors, turn right and 
head down the stairs, turn right at the bottom of the stairs and enter the first door. 

If you need anything during the service, please speak to one of the ushers. 

To Those Visiting with Children 
The members of Gloria Dei believe that families should be able to worship together. It is 
clear that some amount of noise will come with children being in worship. Any noise 
children make in worship is the sound of families doing what God has told them to do: 
bringing their children to sit at Jesus’ feet. Should your family need a few moments 
away from the sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall located directly beneath the sanctuary is 
open and equipped with a closed circuit TV of the service. 
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Welcome to Gloria Dei!



The Theme of Today’s Worship 
“Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except 
that which God has established” (Romans 13:1). Note the absolute language: no authori-
ty. None. Stated positively, every government and all government authority figures have 
power only because God gave it to them. Therefore, as citizens of the United States, we 
don’t support the government because those we voted for were elected or because we 
approve of the current tax policy or even because freedom of religion is enshrined in 
the First Amendment. We support our government simply because it was instituted by 
God. Jesus himself taught that we owe respect and obedience to our government, even 
when it doesn’t align with our political preferences. 

Christians sometimes struggle with this. We see that government and rulers can be evil. 
Certainly, if government asks us to sin, “we must obey God rather than human beings” 
(Acts 5:29). But the existence of corrupt government and evil rulers does not negate 
what Scripture says to be true. “There is no authority except that which God has estab-
lished.” Therefore, when we talk about “godly government” we are not saying that the 
only legitimate governments are those who do what is perfectly godly. We are confess-
ing our belief that the King of kings is in perfect control of all the governments of this-
world, and that he works in all things—including tyrants and dictators—for the eternal 
good of his dear children. 

Serving in Worship 
Presiding Minister & Preacher Pastor Timothy Shrimpton ..........................................................
Organ Assistant Alex Shrimpton .....................................................................................................
Ushers Steve Powers and Steve Hansen .........................................................................................

Copyright Information 
Scripture readings taken from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV), Copyright © 2019 by The 
Wartburg Project, www.wartburgproject.org. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Liturgical Scripture quotations from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Morning Prayer from Christian Worship © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Service folder created in part by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 
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Opening Hymn 918 Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Lutherisch Hand-Büchlein, Altenburg, 1648 |Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, Gochsheim, 1628 | Text 
and tune: Public domain 
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Please stand 
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O Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord Venite  *

 

 

 

 

Be seated 

First Reading Daniel 1:3–21 

The king told Ashpenaz, the chief of his court officials, to bring some young Israelite 
men from the royal family or from the nobility. 4He was to choose young men who had 

 This song of praise uses the words of Psalm 95 to praise our Maker, the one who make the heaves and the earth. The traditional *

name of this song, Venite, is the first word of the song in Latin meaning Come.
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no blemish, who were good looking, who had insight into all kinds of wisdom, who pos-
sessed knowledge, understanding, and learning, and who were capable of serving in the 
king’s palace, in order to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans. 5The 
king assigned them daily rations from the special royal food and from the king’s own 
wine. He ordered that they should be trained for three years. At the end of training they 
were to serve the king. 6In this group of young men were the Judeans Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah. 7The chief of the officials gave them new names. He gave Daniel 
the name Belteshazzar, Hananiah the name Shadrak, Mishael the name Meshak, and 
Azariah the name Abednego.  

8Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the special food of the 
king or with the wine that he drank. So he sought permission from the chief official, so 
that he would not have to defile himself. 9God made the chief of the officials favorable 
and sympathetic toward Daniel. 10Then the chief of the officials said to Daniel, “I am 
afraid of my lord the king, who assigned your food and your drink. Why should he see 
your faces looking less healthy than those of the other young men who are your age? 
You put my life at risk before the king.”  

11Daniel said to the superintendent whom the chief of the officials had placed over 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 12“Please test your servants for ten days. Tell 
them to give us only vegetables, and we will eat them and drink water. 13Observe our ap-
pearance and the appearance of the young men who eat the special royal food. Then 
deal with your servants based on what you see.” 14So he listened to what they said about 
this and tested them for ten days.  

15At the end of ten days, their appearance was noticeably better than that of the others. 
They were healthier than any of the young men who had been eating the special royal 
food. 16So the superintendent permanently took away the special royal food and the 
wine they were to drink and gave them only vegetables. 17As for these four young men, 
God gave them knowledge and insight into all kinds of literature, as well as wisdom. In 
addition, Daniel also understood every kind of vision and dream.  

18At the end of the time which the king had set for them to be brought to him, the chief 
of the officials brought them before Nebuchadnezzar. 19The king spoke with them, and 
none of the others were found to be comparable to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah. So they served the king. 20In every matter concerning wisdom and understand-
ing that the king sought from them, he found them ten times better than all the magi-
cians and spell casters in his entire kingdom. 21So Daniel remained there until the first 
year of King Cyrus. 

The Word of the Lord. 
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Thanks be to God. 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 96D 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts 
Tune: English, adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Second Reading Romans 13:1–7 
Everyone must submit to the governing authorities. For no authority exists except by 
God, and the authorities that do exist have been established by God. 2Therefore the one 
who rebels against the authority is opposing God’s institution, and those who oppose 
will bring judgment on themselves.  

3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to evil. Would you like to have no fear of 
the one in authority? Do what is good, and you will receive praise from him, 4because he 
is God’s servant for your benefit. But if you do wrong, be afraid, because he does not 
carry the sword without reason. He is God’s servant, a punisher to bring wrath on the 
wrongdoer. 5Therefore it is necessary to submit, not only because of wrath, but also be-
cause of conscience.  

6For this reason you also pay taxes, because the authorities are God’s ministers, who are 
employed to do this very thing. 7Pay what you owe to all of them: taxes to whom taxes 
are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, and 
honor to whom honor is owed.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Please stand  *

Gospel Matthew 22:15–22 

Then the Pharisees went out and plotted together how to trap him in his words. 16They 
sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that 
you are truthful and teach the way of God in accord with the truth. You are not con-
cerned about gaining anyone’s approval because you are not swayed by appearances. 
17So tell us, what do you think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”  

18But Jesus knew their evil purpose and said, “Why are you testing me, hypocrites? 
19Show me the coin used for the tax.”  

They brought him a denarius.  

20He asked them, “Whose image and inscription is this?”  

21“Caesar’s,” they replied to him.  

 We stand in respect for the words and life of Jesus, our King.*

9



Then he said to them, “Therefore give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God 
the things that are God’s.”   

22When they heard this, they were amazed. Then they left him and went away.  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

Children’s Message 
The children are invited forward to sit in the first pew on the left-hand side of the sanctuary. Parents may 
join them for this special message. 

Hymn of the Day 619 Praise the Almighty; My Soul, Adore Him 
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Text: tr. Alfred E. R. Brauer, 1866–1949, alt.; Johann D. Herrnschmidt, 1675–1723, abr. 
Tune: New-vermehrte Christliche Seelenharpf, Ansbach, 1665 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon Jesus Guides Us In Giving 
 Matthew 22:15–21 
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Please stand 

We Praise You, O God Te Deum Laudamus  *

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This song serves as the congregation’s confession of faith in the service of Morning Prayer. This ancient canticle is a joyful re* -
sponse to the message of forgiveness proclaimed in the Lessons and Sermon. The traditional name of the song, Te Deum Lau-
damus, is the first phrase of the song in Latin, We Praise You, God.
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Be seated 
 

Offering 
The members of Gloria Dei give their offerings out of thanks to God for his unending love. 
These offerings are used to support our work locally and around the world. Our guests 
may give, but should not feel compelled to do so. If you wish to give a gift electronically, 
please visit www.gdluth.org/giving or scan the code to the right. 

If you are a guest with us today, please fill out the “Connection Card” in the racks at the 
end of each pew and leave the card with an usher, in the offering plate, or with the pastor. 

As the offering plates are brought forward, please stand for prayer. 
13
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Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie  *

 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
  
O Lord our God, so govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world that 
your church may worship you in peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Prayer 
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely 
to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither 
fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger. And in all we do, direct us to what is right in 
your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 This closing prayer section of Morning Prayer begins with a final plea to God to hear and answer our prayers (“Lord, Have *

Mercy”). The first prayer is the Prayer of the Day, reflecting the focus of this morning’s worship. Other appropriate prayers may be 
inserted. The section closes with the model prayer that Jesus taught to his disciples, the Lord’s Prayer.
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Lord’s Prayer  *

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 

 When [Jesus] finished [praying], one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John also taught his disci* -
ples.” He said to them, “When you pray, say, ‘Our Father in heaven…’” (Luke 11:1-2).
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Closing Hymn 739 Forth in Your Name, O Lord, I Go 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, abr., alt. 
Tune: Barry L. Bobb, b. 1951 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1981, 1982 Barry L. Bobb. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 706345 
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Calendar & Announcements 
Sunday 
Sunday School [Grades PreK-5th] and Bible Class [Life of Abraham] 9:15 am .................................
Worship 10:30 am ................................................................................................................................
Coffee Hour 11:30 am ..........................................................................................................................
Catechism Class 12:00 pm ...................................................................................................................

Tuesday 
In-Person Midweek Bible Class [Luke] 10:30 am ................................................................................
Bible Information Class 4:30 pm .........................................................................................................
Online Midweek Bible Class [Luke] 7:30 pm .......................................................................................

Thursday 
Senior Care Center Devotional Service [The Abigail, Redwood City] 10:00 am ................................
Evangelism Committee Meeting 7:00 pm ...........................................................................................

Next Sunday 
Sunday School [Grades PreK-5th] and Bible Class [Life of Abraham] 9:15 am .................................
Worship 10:30 am ................................................................................................................................
Coffee Hour 11:30 am ..........................................................................................................................
Catechism Class 12:00 pm ...................................................................................................................
Area Reformation Service [Good Shepherd, Vallejo] 4:30 pm ...........................................................

Congregational Voters’ Meeting October 29, 2023, 12pm 
Our next congregational voters’ meeting will be held on Sunday, October 29, following worship 
in the sanctuary. If you can, please plan to attend for important updates on our work as a con-
gregation and to discuss and decisions that need to be made at that time. If you have any 
items you’d like to make sure are discussed at the meeting, please speak with Steve Hansen or 
Pastor Shrimpton. 

Area Reformation Service October 29, 2023, 4:30pm 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Vallejo (1030 Redwood Street, Vallejo, CA 94590) will be 
hosting our area joint Reformation service on Sunday, October 29. The service will begin at 
4:30pm, with Pastor Eric Zabell from St. Peter, Clovis preaching. A dinner will follow. If you are 
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interested in going and would like to talk about carpooling, please speak with Pastor Shrimp-
ton. 

Text Messages Reminders from Gloria Dei  
We have added the ability to send out brief text message reminders ahead of 
worship services, classes, or meetings as a light reminder. Those that are al-
ready signed up have said they really appreciate it as a way to stay connected 
to the events of the congregation, and through that, our Savior’s Word. To reg-
ister you can go to this address (http://gdluth.360members.com/opt-in/tex-
ting) or scan the code to the right. Let Pastor Shrimpton know if you have any 
questions. 

18

http://gdluth.360members.com/opt-in/texting
http://gdluth.360members.com/opt-in/texting


Service and Sermon Notes 
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(650) 593-3361 | www.gdluth.org 

2600 Ralston Avenue, Belmont, CA 94002 
Pastor Timothy Shrimpton 

pastor@gdluth.org 

As a family of believers, Gloria Dei proclaims God’s glory, the good news of sins forgiv-
en in Jesus. We teach the entirety of God’s truth as revealed in the Bible to strengthen 
the faith of our members, to train those who wish to know more about their Savior, and 
to proclaim Christ-crucified to all the world. 

 
Gloria Dei is a member congregation of the  
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). 
www.wels.net 

http://www.gdluth.org

