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The name Gloria Dei is a Latin phrase meaning God’s glory. We pray that here you will 
find his glory and love chiefly revealed in our Savior Jesus. May your time in worship be 
edifying and enable you to focus on Jesus as the solution to your sin and as the certainty 
of eternal life in heaven.  

Should you need a restroom during the service, you will find them in the Fellowship 
Hall directly beneath the sanctuary. Exit the sanctuary by the main doors, turn right and 
head down the stairs, turn right at the bottom of the stairs and enter the first door. 

If you need anything during the service, please speak to one of the ushers. 

To Those Visiting with Children 
The members of Gloria Dei believe that families should be able to worship together. It is 
clear that some amount of noise will come with children being in worship. Any noise 
children make in worship is the sound of families doing what God has told them to do: 
bringing their children to sit at Jesus’ feet. Should your family need a few moments 
away from the sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall located directly beneath the sanctuary is 
open and equipped with a closed circuit TV of the service. 

Our Communion Practice 
If you are a visitor with us today, we are glad that you’re here! We are celebrating the 
Lord’s Supper in worship today. If you would like to  receive the Lord’s Supper today, we 
ask that you speak with Pastor Shrimpton or one of the ushers before doing so.  

God requires that we only commune with those with whom we share complete agree-
ment in God’s Word (1 Corinthians 10:16-17) and makes us responsible for ensuring 
that those whom commune know exactly what God teaches lest people commune to 
their spiritual harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-30). Because of this, we ask that any visitors to 
worship today who are not members of one of our sister congregations in the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) refrain 
from taking the Lord’s Supper today. 
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The Theme of Today’s Worship 
We began this worship series in the Jordan River. At his baptism, Jesus heard his Father’s 
glorious voice: “You are my Son, whom I love” (Mark 1:11). From that day, in word and 
deed, Jesus began to reveal more about himself. He demonstrated the extent of his au-
thority and power and love. Along the way, we had an epiphany. Jesus has to be the very 
Son of God! Yet, Jesus looked so normal, like an ordinary carpenter or your average rab-
bi or just another prophet. Until today. We have traveled from the river to the mountain. 
Today, on the Mount of Transfiguration, Jesus gives us a glimpse of his true glory. As we 
see him in his dazzling brilliance, the Father speaks again, this time to us: “This is my 
Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” 

This final epiphany prepares us for the journey of Lent where we will witness the most 
glorious workthat Jesus would do when he came down from this mountain. 

Serving Today 
Presiding Minister & Preacher Pastor Timothy Shrimpton ..........................................................
Accompanist Kathy Lee .....................................................................................................................
Ushers Jasen Higgins and Mark Baushke ......................................................................................
Communion Assistant Steve Hansen ...............................................................................................
Altar Preparation Mirna Hansen .....................................................................................................
Sunday School Teacher Jasen Higgins ............................................................................................
Coffee Hour Host Kathy Lee ..............................................................................................................

Copyright Information 
Scripture readings taken from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV), Copyright © 2019 by The 
Wartburg Project, www.wartburgproject.org. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Liturgical Scripture quotations from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

The Service from Christian Worship © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Service folder created in part by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 
 

3



Opening Hymn 639 God Has Spoken by His Prophets 

 

 

 

 
Text: George W. Briggs, 1875–1959, alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–1879 
Text: © 1953, ren. 1981 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 706345 
Tune: Public domain 
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Please stand 

Invocation 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Confession 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.  *

  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Declaration of Grace 
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross 
and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 Psalm 32:1-2*
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Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 

Glory to God in the Highest Gloria in Excelsis  *

 

 

 This song borrows the words of the angels as they proclaimed the birth of the Savior to the shepherds (Luke 2:14). *

This song’s traditional name, Gloria in Excelsis, is a Latin phrase meaning glory in the highest.
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Text: Michael D. Schultz | Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 706345 

The Word 

Salutation 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
  
O God, in the glorious transfiguration of your only-begotten Son, you confirmed the 
mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice that came 
from the bright cloud, you foreshadowed our adoption as your sons. In your mercy, 
make us co-heirs of glory with Jesus our King, and bring us at last to heaven; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Be seated 
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First Reading 2 Kings 2:1-12a 

When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah was 
traveling with Elisha from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the 
LORD has sent me to Bethel.” 

But Elisha said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as your soul lives, I will not leave you.” 
So they went down to Bethel. 

3The sons of the prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do 
you know that today the LORD is taking your master away from you?” 

Then he said, “Yes, I know. Be quiet.” 

4Then Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here because the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” 

But he said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as your soul lives, I will not leave you.” So 
they went to Jericho. 

5Then the sons of the prophets who were in Jericho approached Elisha and said to him, 
“Do you know that today the LORD is taking your master away from you?” 

He said, “Yes, I know. Be quiet.” 

6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here because the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” 

But he said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as your soul lives, I will not leave you.” So 
the two of them went on. 

7Then fifty men from the sons of the prophets came and stood and watched them from a 
distance, while the two of them were standing at the Jordan. 8Elijah took his cloak, fold-
ed it together, and struck the water. The water divided to the right and to the left. Then 
the two of them crossed on dry land. 

9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask me for whatever I can do for you be-
fore I am taken from you.” 

Then Elisha said, “Let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” 

10He said, “You have asked for a difficult thing. If you see me being taken from you, it 
will surely be yours. But if not, then it will not.” 

11While they were walking and talking, suddenly a chariot of fire, and horses of fire 
came and separated them. So Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 12Elisha was 
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watching and crying out, “My father! My father! Israel’s chariot and its charioteers!” 
Then he did not see him anymore. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 2A 

 

 
  
Why do the / nations rage? 
   Why do the peoples / plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers assemble a- / gainst the LORD  
   and against his A- / nointed One.    Refrain 
  
He who sits in / heaven laughs;  
   the Lord / scoffs at them. 
Then he addresses them in his anger and frightens them with his fury, / saying, 
   “I have set my King on Zion, my / holy hill.”    Refrain 
  
I will declare the / LORD’s decree:  
   He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- / gotten you.” 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
   and to the / Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Text: translation | Tune: Thomas Pavlechko | Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House (verse text tr.). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
706345 | Music: © 2004, 2012 Thomas Pavlechko, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 706345 
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Second Reading 2 Corinthians 4:3–6 

But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled among those who are perishing. 4In the 
case of those people, the god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, 
to keep them from clearly seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who 

is God’s image.  

5Indeed, we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your ser-
vants for Jesus’ sake. 6For the God who said, “Light will shine out of darkness,” is the 
same one who made light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the person of Jesus Christ.  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Please stand 

Gospel Acclamation Mark 9:7 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 706345 
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Gospel Mark 9:2-9 

A fter six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John with him and led them up a high 
mountain where they were alone by themselves. There he was transfigured in 
front of them. 3His clothes became radiant, dazzling white, whiter than anyone 

on earth could bleach them. 4And Elijah appeared to them together with Moses, and 
they were talking with Jesus.  

5Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us make three tents: one for 
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say because they were 
terrified.  

7A cloud appeared and overshadowed them, and a voice came from the cloud, saying, 
“This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him.”  

8Suddenly when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus 
alone.  

9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone 
what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

Children’s Message 
The children are invited forward to sit in the first pew on the left-hand side of the sanctuary. Parents may 
join them for this special message. 
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Hymn of the Day 388 Down from the Mount of Glory 

 

 

 

 
Text: Werner H. Franzmann, 1905–1996 | Tune: Bartholomäus Helder, 1585–1635 | Text: © 1968 Werner H. Franzmann, admin. Northwestern Pub-
lishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 706345 | Tune: Public domain 

Sermon  The Light of God’s Love Shines In Our Hearts! 
 2 Corinthians 4:3–6 
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Please stand 

Apostles’ Creed  *

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 
Eternal God and Father, we pray for the Church around the world. Always keep your 
people faithful to you. Lift the veil from our eyes and guide us to see Christ in the Word 
and sacraments. During all the distractions of life, help us set our sights on Jesus. Keep 
us safe and protect us from the tricks and treachery of the devil. Lord, in your mercy:  
Hear our prayer. 
  

 The Apostles’ Creed is an ancient confession of faith in the Christian church and is one of three nearly-ubiquitous confessions *

throughout Christendom. While not written by the apostles, it serves as a summary of their teaching.
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We pray that you move us to have compassion on those stumbling in the darkness and 
empower us to proclaim Christ to all who have no faith. Give us courage to be 
unashamed of the light you have given us and to carry it willingly with joy wherever we 
go and whatever we do. Lord, in your mercy:  
Hear our prayer. 
  
Hear our prayers for Christians everywhere who are being persecuted because of the 
light they bear. Give them the strength to endure the hardships they are undergoing and 
give them the peace and hope of Christ as they battle on. [We pray especially for…here 
name the person and the cause of the petition.] Lord, in your mercy:  
Hear our prayer.  
  
We pray that Christ reveals his gracious presence to all who suffer. We pray especially 
for our families and those in our circle of friends who are sick or in need and for every-
one whose needs we hold in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy:   
Hear our prayer.  
  
Be with us, Lord, as we think about the coming days of Lent. Let your law convince us 
that we indeed deserve your punishment and would be lost forever without Christ. As 
our hearts fill with sorrow and regret, lift us up to see the Savior’s sacrifice on the cross 
and give us hearts full of faith in him. Lord, in your mercy: 
Hear our prayer.  
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
Lord God, hear the prayers we offer and let your grace and mercy flow to us and all for 
whom we pray. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, the Light of the world.  
Amen. 
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Offering 
The members of Gloria Dei give their offerings out of thanks to God for his unending love. 
These offerings are used to support our work locally and around the world. Our guests may 
give, but should not feel compelled to do so. If you wish to give a gift electronically, please 
visit www.gdluth.org/giving or scan the code to the right. 

If you are a guest with us today, please fill out the “Connection Card” in the racks at the end 
of each pew and leave the card with an usher, in the offering plate, or with the pastor. 

As the offering plates are brought forward, please stand for prayer. 

The Sacrament 
Preface  *

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace 
and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 
holy name and join their glorious song: 

 The words of the Preface are the least changed liturgical text of the Christian church, dating back to at least 200 AD. *

They are spoken as joyous words that anticipate the forthcoming reception of the Lord’s Supper.
15
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Holy, Holy, Holy  Sanctus  *

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz | Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 706345 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the 
crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son 
to redeem us from sin. 
  
We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those 
under law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he 
has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
  

 We join the saints in the triumph song of the holy God who has rescued us. We sing, “Hosanna!” which means, *

“Please save us!” The traditional name for this song, Sanctus, is the Latin word for Holy.
16



Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, in-
crease our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when 
Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to 
you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution  *

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

 This is no symbolic meal nor were Jesus’ directions a parable. As his last will and testament, Jesus’ direction on *

the Lord’s Supper is clear: in a miraculous way, his true body and true blood are present with the bread and wine in 
the Sacrament. Through it we receive the forgiveness of our sins won for us by his death on the cross.
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O Christ, Lamb of God  Agnus Dei  *

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz | Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 706345 

 
Be seated 

Distribution 
To our guests: please review "Our Communion Practice" on p. 2 of this worship folder before communing 
with us. If you have any questions, please speak with Pastor after the service. 

Those communing with us today should follow the ushers’ direction to come forward via the center aisle 
and return to their seats by the side aisles. 

Please stand 

 John the Baptist called Jesus the “Lamb of God” (John 1:29), the long-promised, perfect sacrifice for sin. The *

traditional name of this song, Agnus Dei, is the Latin phrase Lamb of God.
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Thanksgiving 389 How Good, Lord, to Be Here 

 

 

5 But you, Lord, do not stay. 
    With mercy resolute 
you leave this glorious hill to die— 
    our perfect substitute. 

6 How good, Lord, to be here! 
    Yet we may not remain; 
but since you bid us leave the mount, 
    come with us to the plain. 

Text (sts. 1–4, 6): Joseph A. Robinson, 1858–1933, alt.; (st. 5): Bryan Gerlach, b. 1954 | Tune: Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685–1750, adapt. | Text (st. 5): 
© 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 706345 | Text (sts. 1–4, 6) and tune: Public domain 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever.  *

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  †

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one anoth-
er. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 These words of praise occur repeatedly in Scripture. For an example, see Psalm 118:1.*

 1 Corinthians 11:26†
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Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 

Closing Hymn 930 Go, My Children, with My Blessing 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 
Tune: Welsh, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 706345 
Tune: Public domain 
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Calendar & Announcements 
Sunday 
Sunday School [Grades PreK-5th] and Bible Class [Life of Abraham] 9:15 am .................................
Worship 10:30 am ................................................................................................................................
Coffee Hour 11:30 am ..........................................................................................................................
Choir Practice 12:00 pm .......................................................................................................................
Catechism Class 12:00 pm ...................................................................................................................

Tuesday 
In-Person Midweek Bible Class [Luke] 10:30 am ................................................................................
Bible Information Class 4:30 pm .........................................................................................................
Online Midweek Bible Class [Luke] 7:30 pm .......................................................................................

Wednesday 
Ash Wednesday Worship at Peace Lutheran, Santa Clara [In-Person and Online] 7:00 pm .............

Thursday 
Senior Care Center Worship Service [The Abigail, Redwood City] 10:00 am ....................................

Next Sunday 
Sunday School [Grades PreK-5th] and Bible Class [Life of Abraham] 9:15 am .................................
Worship 10:30 am ................................................................................................................................
Coffee Hour 11:30 am ..........................................................................................................................
Congregational Voters’ Meeting 12:00 pm ..........................................................................................
No Catechism Class or Choir Rehersal 

Different Midweek Lent Service Schedule Beginning February 14 
This year we are experimenting with a different setup for our Wednesday Lenten services. We 
will once again be partering with our brothers and sisters at Peace in Santa Clara, but we will 
exclusively hold in-person worship in Santa Clara, NOT in Belmont. Pastor Chung and Pas-
tor Shrimpton will share preaching roles during these midweek services. 

We encourage everyone that is able to join in-person for these services in Santa Clara. If you 
cannot make it to Santa Clara on Wednesday evenings, the services will be live streamed as 
well and resources will be provided for that as they are for Sunday services.  
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Note: In this arrangment, our Holy Week schedule will not change. We will still have Palm Sun-
day, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday services in Belmont. Lent begins with 
Ash Wednesday on February 14. 

Congregational Voters’ Meeting February 18, 12pm 
Our next congregational voters’ meeting will be held on Sunday, February 18 at 12pm (or as 
close to that after worship as we can). All members of Gloria Dei are encouraged to attend to 
get an update on our ministry plans and share any thoguhts or ideas you might have for the 
future work we embark on together. If you have any items that you would like to have brought 
up for that meeting, please let Pastor Shrimpton or Steve Hansen know. 

If you cannot attend in person but would be able to connect online via Zoom, please let Pastor 
Shrimpton know before the 18th so that we can make arrangements to have the necessary 
equipment setup and running for the meeting. 

Every Member Visits 
As we start a new year, Pastor Shrimpton would like to begin a new round of 
visits with every member. These visits can take place in your home, at church, 
at a coffee shop, or online—whatever would be easiest and best for you and 
your family. You should have received an email early in the week with a link to 
schedule these visits, but you can also scan the code at the right to do so from 
your mobile device. If you have any questions, please speak with Pastor. 
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Service and Sermon Notes 
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God’s Glory. Your Family.

2600 Ralston Avenue, Belmont, CA 94002 
(650) 593-3361 | www.gdluth.org 

Pastor Timothy Shrimpton 
pastor@gdluth.org

Gloria Dei is a member congregation of the  
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). 
www.wels.net

http://www.gdluth.org

